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Good afternoon, Saga! My name is Bobby Judo. Currently, I'm hosting
an International cooking segment on Saga TV, but | originally came to
Japan as an Assistant Language Teacher, seven years ago. Actually,
back then, while working at schools in Kawasoe and later Tosu, | hadn't
even started to dream of working with food.

As an American, | encountered a variety of new textures and tastes in
Japan, but food in Saga was on another level altogether. Seaweed,
warasubo, mudskipper, and ganzuke were at once strange and deli-
cious to me, but then, even everyday items like okonomiyaki and
katsudon were new too. It all made a pretty big impression on me. Every
time | ate something | loved, | thought "I want to learn to make this, so
one day | can cook it for my friends and family back home." At the same
time, | wanted to be able to cook the recipes that | loved from Florida
for the friends | was making in Japan. Once | started learning, and shar-
ing my cooking with others, there was no turning back. My love of
cooking, and the beginning of my career in food is really all thanks to
Saga. This summer, I'll celebrate my seventh anniversary with Saga
(and my third with my wife from Genkai-cho)!! This place has become
my second home, and | couldn't be more grateful for that. I'm looking
forward to a long and happy future here!
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